
Training Communication Partners by Simplifying the 
Task of Modeling 

Agenda 
• Attitude 

• Thoughtful AAC selection 

• Conscious vocabulary choice 

• The use of Modeling/Aided Language 
Stimulation to teach the user 

• Engaging activities which are customized 

• Errorless learning supports 

 

Presenter Info 
Gretchen Storm MS, CCC-SLP 

Speech Therapy of the Rocky Mountains, LLC 
E-mail: gretchenstorm@gmail.com 

Website: www.stormspeechtherapy.com 

Webinar: www.saltillo.com 
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Attitude 

We must empower others to learn! 

– Let them know you are learning with them.  

– Create an environment where it is ok for those 
learning to ask questions.  

– Work collaboratively even if you are coming in as 
the AAC “expert”. 

– Remain open to those who know the AAC user 
best. If they have suggestions try to honor those 
suggestions in any way possible.  

 

Conscious Vocabulary Choice 

Thoughtful AAC Selection 

When selecting devices consider options for training 
others on the vocab 
• Do they have a free software where you can write with icons 

or capture button sequences? 
• Do they provide a free version for the SLP to use that 

mirrors the child’s device? 
• Are there other training websites that have materials that go 

with the device? 
• Is there a resource sharing website? 

Notes: 
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Modeling 

Goals (Drager, 2009) 
• Enhance input 
• Communication partner uses AAC with 

verbal speech to provide a model 
• What is modeled should be similar to the 

expected output of the user 
• Modeling can also increase 

comprehension by providing visual 
information 

 How well do I need to model? 
“Provide normal language learning 
opportunities for those with complex 
developmental communication needs so that 
each AAC user acquires personal maximum 
language competence “ 
(Beukelman & Mirenda, 2005) 

 

Why do I need to train?  
Speech-Language Pathologists can’t do this alone! 

Not with the AAC user all day 
Need buy in from others working with the 
AAC to get carryover to other environments 
Variation in language models 
Parent or care giver will be the long term 
advocate 
With trained partners there is a faster 
acquisition of AAC device use from the user 
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Free Software Downloads 
• Chat Editor from Saltillo Corporation 

– Can be downloaded at: saltillo.com 
• Use the “Capture” feature! 

– Webinar on how to use at saltillo.com 

• PASS Software from PRC 
– prentrom.com 

• Use the “Write with Icons” feature! 

• Snipping Tool from Microsoft 
– Search it in your Start Menu 

• Can use this to screen shot from Google Images, etc. 

 

Materials should cover:  

Vocabulary development of a wide variety of 
communicative functions:  

 Requesting, 
 Rejecting 
 Initiating 
 Commenting 
 Directing 

Notes: 
 
 
 

Use pre-made Materials OR Create Your Own! 

*Find it: Gretchen Storm’s Teachers Pay Teachers store 
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https://saltillo.com/products#chat-editor
https://www.prentrom.com/support/PASS/downloads


Use pre-made Materials OR Create Your Own!  
(continued)  

Notes: 

*Find it: www.stormspeechtherapy.com 

Put books like these in a binder 
for peers, teachers and parents 
to read with the AAC user. 

• Sentence strips to target a repetitive phrase in a book 
 

• Phrase boards to use with activities in the classroom 
 

• Use of symbols in back and forth sheets 
 

• Question boards with icon sequences 

• Question boards with icon sequences 
 
• Games/Activities with specified phrases 

 
• Core boards 

 
• Shared reading 

Activity Ideas: Expanding beyond exact pathways! 
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Errorless Activity Ideas  
(continued) 

Notes:  
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*Find it: www.stormspeechtherapy.com 

*Find it: www.lessonpix.com 
(search Treasure Hunt Cards – Core Vocabulary) 

*Find it: www.stormspeechtherapy.com 

http://www.stormspeechtherapy.com/
http://www.lessonpix.com/
http://www.stormspeechtherapy.com/


Classroom Carryover 

Notes:  

*Find it: www.teacherspayteachers.com 
Gretchen Storm’s Store 

(“Core Word Books” include home carryover at the end). 

• Set Up times and activities in the daily schedule 
• Make symbol access available to the students on their 

schedules, recall sheets, etc.  
• Books: Check with your literacy coach for leveled books 

that are repetitive (only need 1 sentence strip for these) 
• Create loan Library – use TarheelReader to make books or 

take classroom books and put symbols on the bottom  
• Paras – have them read to students using the device 
• Homework – use a shared Google Drive to give parents 

access to read books using symbols  
• Peer Reading Buddies 

Home Carryover 

Write a Social Story 
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http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/


Write Great Directions 

Notes:  

 Don’t assume that anyone can look at an 
activity or communication device and know 
what exactly you want them to do 
 Be concrete 
 Be specific 
 Take a picture/Give a visual if needed 
 Use language the person modeling can 

understand 
 Test it 
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Other Websites 

Notes:  

www.saltillo.com 
Webinars on “How To”  
(model and use Chat Editor)  

www.stormspeechtherapy.com 
www.teacherspayteachers.com 
Search Gretchen Storm 

www.aaclanguagelab.com 
www.praacticalaac.com 
www.tarheelreader.com 
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