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Attitude

We must empower others to learn!

— Let them know you are learning with them.

— Create an environment where it is ok for those
learning to ask questions.

— Work collaboratively even if you are coming in as
the AAC “expert”.

— Remain open to those who know the AAC user
best. If they have suggestions try to honor those
suggestions in any way possible.

Thoughtful AAC Selection

When selecting devices consider options for training
others on the vocab

Do they have a free software where you can write with icons
or capture button sequences?

Do they provide a free version for the SLP to use that
mirrors the child’s device?

Are there other training websites that have materials that go
with the device?

Is there a resource sharing website?

Conscious Vocabulary Choice

Aided Language Stimulation

Core Vocabulary

Modeling

Define it: Using the
communication device
yourself to talk to the AAC
user

Teaching symbol meaning

High Frequency Words
Define it: verb, adjectives,
prepositions, pronouns,
interjections, question words
and adverbs (NOT nouns)

Notes:




Modeling

Goals (Drager, 2009)
. Enhance input

. Communication partner uses AAC with
verbal speech to provide a model

. What is modeled should be similar to the
expected output of the user

. Modeling can also increase
comprehension by providing visual
information

How well do | need to model?

“Provide normal language learning
opportunities for those with complex
developmental communication needs so that
each AAC user acquires personal maximum
language competence “

(Beukelman & Mirenda, 2005)

Why do | need to train?

Speech-Language Pathologists can’t do this alone!

Not with the AAC user all day

Need buy in from others working with the
AAC to get carryover to other environments

Variation in language models

Parent or care giver will be the long term
advocate

With trained partners there is a faster

acquisition of AAC device use from the user
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great AAC modeling

Modeling, aided language input, or aided language stimulation -- whatever
you call it, it's pretty important in the world of AAC learning.

Here are 5 simple keys that will help you become a great AAC modeler.

N 1.

N 4,
N 5.

Don't make excuses, (

't
alt

Know the Device

It's pretty tough to model something you don't
understand. Take some time to get to know the
student's AAC so you can model with meaning.

Build a base of core words
Core vocabulary is essential in building language.
Modeling core words exposes your learner to a flexible
vocabulary and not just a long list of nouns.

Don't Forget the Fun Stuff

Modeling is not just for structured lessons. Activities,
jokes, your favorite animal -- often these are great
motivators so model, model, and model some more.

Don't Quit!

As your learner gets better at AAC it's easy to think,
"they've got it -- | can be done now." But don't! Keep
speaking their language. They really do need you.

From your friends at COUGHDROP mycoughdrop.com

Gretchen Storm MS, CCC-SLP



Free Software Downloads S (o

. . . Saltillo Chat
*  Chat Editor from Saltillo Corporation
— Can be downloaded at: saltillo.com Ehat

+  Use the “Capture” feature! . Ed |‘|‘ or
—  Webinar on how to use at saltillo.com M
. PASS Software from PRC

— prentrom.com £7 Windows
e Use the “Write with Icons” feature! Sn'pp‘”9T°°‘/ <
. Snipping Tool from Microsoft =3 ¥

— Searchitin your Start Menu
*  Can use this to screen shot from Google Images, etc.

Notes:

Use pre-made Materials OR Create Your Own!

Materials should cover:

O .

Vocabulary development of a wide variety of @ Siciter Apchasl S :
communicative functions: ! I !
Requesting, : SmpvZ0 WordPoust Vacabuary :
Rejecting ! :
Initiating '

Commenting
Directing

DN NI NN

*Find it: Gretchen Storm’s Teachers Pay Teachers store



https://saltillo.com/products#chat-editor
https://www.prentrom.com/support/PASS/downloads

Use pre-made Materials OR Create Your Own!
(continued) S—

Author: Jonathan London
Created by: 6retchen Storm MS, CCC-SLP

WordPower 60 Basic 2 Word Phrases

WEATHER

BIKES! Funny Bunnies! _Hg
ol &

Big, Little, Fast, Slow!

Word Power Simply 20 Symbol Stix

THE STORY

£le I @g 3B f@’

forget?

2la) | ak8S)

Put books like these in a binder Pt et 2o mb Qg
for peers, teachers and parents § ﬁ% ﬁ -‘ng
to read with the AAC user. @ g ,&“

u\)”
T [ F P}M 5, LLC

*Find it: www.stormspeechtherapy.com

Notes:

Activity Ideas: Expanding beyond exact pathways!

*  Sentence strips to target a repetitive phrase in a book *  Question boards with icon sequences

*  Phrase boards to use with activities in the classroom *  Games/Activities with specified phrases
*  Use of symbols in back and forth sheets *  Core boards

e Question boards with icon sequences *  Sharedreading
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Errorless Activity Ideas
(continued)

Today is ||

Wednesday Thursday

dy ‘Saturday Sunday

Itis || A0

=

u It feels - .

In Math |

InReading | _____

In Writing |

Other:

[(edEmesci u \_' . E .

-g ] -] @B@
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SoeeSen

Frlnchlate ..
)

At recess | played r

*Find it: www.stormspeechtherapy.com

Secret Square 60 Symbol Stix Questions

py: Jason Hill

\llustrated

Written by: Gretchen Storm

*Find it: www.lessonpix.com

(search Treasure Hunt Cards — Core Vocabulary)  *Find it: www.stormspeechtherapy.com
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Classroom Carryover Home Carryover

* Set Up times and activities in the daily schedule
*  Make symbol access available to the students on their T T HOME PRACTICE |
schedules, recall sheets, etc. |

.
We are focusing on the core vocabulary word “1”. Below are some phrases to work on at home. «

*  Books: Check with your literacy coach for leveled books . | | leat___. |
1+ i Model eating lots of different foods and using the communication device to say “l ea
that are repetltlve (Only need 1 Sentence Strlp for these) || _.”astycieatt.l;lavethectl'\ildtr\,'afterlatsg:)fmodelsandetxamplesaretgi::n. '
* Create loan Library — use TarheelReader to make books or : e I drink . ||
take Classroom books and put Symbols on the bottom || Modeldr.inki.ngdiﬁe.rentthingsor.outofdiﬁerentglass?sandthenusetbe .
. . . cummurflcatlcn device to s.a\,' “I .drlnk_.” to your child. Have your child try.
* Paras — have them read to students using the device . N | dance. ||
® Homework — use a Shared GOOg|e Drlve tO give parents || Meodel dancing (you could even use music to make it extra fun). Use the
. B communication device to say “l dance” every time you dance. Have your child try.
access to read books using symbols . 2 (el st ||
° Peer Readlng BUddies || Sit down in manylccaticnlan.d model “I sit” on the child's communication device every
" time you sit down. After many models, have them say “I sit” next time they sit down. ||

Parent Comments:

Write a Social Story | Ciowadrons

When someone s sad | can ask if they *Find it: www.teacherspayteachers.com
\ are ok.
&, R —— Gretchen Storm’s Store

e
b2 1L\

* | can ask, "Ca:mlA l:elp you?”
&P &

* | can ask, “Are you hurt?”

995

(“Core Word Books” include home carryover at the end).

Notes:



http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/

Write Great Directions Directions:

1. Pick one of the photos
2. Put the blue strip in front of the student and show them the photo

- ’
Don tassume that anyone can IOOk atan 3. Decide is it he OR she (using the choices that look like below) then put it on the blue

activity or communication device and know sentence strip:
he ! she 2
what exactly you want them to do
v' Be concrete * g
4, Put “is” on the blue sentence strip after the pronoun
v' Be specific
v Take a picture/Give a visual if needed 2
v Use language the person modeling can

un de rsta n d 5. Give a choice of 3 pictures and have the student pick which one goes with the photo.

- sleeping
v’ Testit gm ’ i mﬁ ‘ .@ j'
She plays. NOW PRACTICE SOME OF YOUR OWN Example: (show- LT and € o and & )

Ask “Which one matches the photo?”
* Remember all actions are “green” {2 6. Finally use the talker toread the sentence aloud.
* You can search for actions by the first letter of the 7. Pick a new photo and start all over!

BN

action under (<735

* Do an action and try to find that action on the
talker.

* Watch a peerdo an action then talk about what
the peer just did using the talker.

* Have the student tell you what action to do.
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Other Websites

www.saltillo.com
Webinars on “How To”
(model and use Chat Editor)

www.stormspeechtherapy.com
www.teacherspayteachers.com

Search Gretchen Storm
www.aaclanguagelab.com
wwWw.praacticalaac.com
www.tarheelreader.com
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