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S U P P O R T I N G  A A C  U S E R S  I N  S C H O O L S :
T I P S ,  T R I C K S ,  &  S T R A T E G I E S

F O R  S U C C E S S

B R I E  N O R T O N , M . S . ,  C C C - S L P

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

 Explain the importance of training on a student’s vocabulary 
system and evidence-based ways to support an AAC user

 State at least 3 strategies that can be implemented to
improve student engagement and success during therapy

 Identify 3 tools that can be utilized in classrooms to
facilitate carryover

 Name 3 strategies that can be utilized to support AAC use
in the home

 Describe 2 ways you can monitor student progress

GETTING EVERYONE ON BOARD 
One child, one voice

 Shared responsibility

 Key Components: 

 Collaboration

Training

COLLABORATION 

 Identify communication partners 

 Get consent 

 Plan training 

 Facilitate frequent honest conversations about successes, struggles, 
needs

 Make sure everyone knows their value

 Make sure the student's vocabulary is appropriate across all 
environments

Keep your initial 

training simple

TRAINING 

 Training team members on AAC system is a must!

Parents, school-based therapists, private therapists, 

teachers, paraprofessionals, etc. 

Training should focus on: 

1. Vocabulary System

2. Evidenced Based Ways to Support an AAC User

VOCABULARY SYSTEM
 Organization

 Word Finding: 

 LAMP IPad: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KpBHmRnpAU0

 LAMP Accent: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VKqIDtV7WvE

 Unity: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kA3h3qn9nXU

 Nova Chat: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BVGa436f4_g

Device

Representative

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KpBHmRnpAU0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VKqIDtV7WvE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kA3h3qn9nXU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BVGa436f4_g
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HOW TO SUPPORT AN AAC USER 
 Emphasize device should only be used for communication

 Use guided access to make your ipad a “talker”: 

https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT202612

Make sure 

everyone 

understands the 

“why”

HOW TO SUPPORT AN AAC USER 

 “See me, See my AAC”

 CHAT bag: https://www.chatbag.net/

HOW TO SUPPORT AN AAC USER 
 Model (Aided Language Stimulation)

Typical Language Development

 Language Input and Output

HOW TO SUPPORT AN AAC USER 
 Cast Back

 If the AAC system makes the student’s life harder, they will

learn to hate it

 Honor all forms of communication 

 Show the student how to communicate the message on the 

device

“Tell me with 

your talker” 

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF YOUR 
THERAPY SESSION 
 Communication is not compliance

 Learning to communicate should be fun!

 ReinforcerAssessment

Virtual reality applications (i.e. MSQRD, YouCam Fun, Epic 
Photo Stickers Toon Blitz, Action Movie FX, Do Not Touch by 
Nickelodeon)

AAC Language Lab: https://aaclanguagelab.com/ ($19.95
annually)

 Push into their natural environments

 Follow the child’s lead

https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT202612
https://www.chatbag.net/
https://aaclanguagelab.com/
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GETTING THE MOST OUT OF YOUR 
THERAPY SESSION 
❑Along with using communicative temptations, remember to
model & cast back!

❑ Making Visual Supports: 
❖ PASS NuVoice: 
https://www.prentrom.com/prc_advantage/free-software-
download-pass
❖ Chat Editor: 
https://saltillo.com/support/download_category/all-downloads-
13

❑Teaching Tools: 
❖Masking (i.e. PRC: vocabulary builder, Saltillo: hide mode)
❖Visual prompts (i.e. color coding)

CARRYOVER IN THE CLASSROOM 
Training 

 Push-in for therapy sessions (coach)

Tools to support modeling & immersion: 

 IPad with communication software

 Low tech boards: https://aaclanguagelab.com/resources

Vocabulary program projected on smartboards

 Classroom labels

Target words 

 Generalization board 

 Peer models:

• “Communication Circles” (Caroline Musselwhite)

• Device User of the Week

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Communication-Circles-With-A-Little-Help-from-My-Friends-2560408

CARRYOVER IN THE HOME 
 Training 

 Help the family figure out a realistic plan to support device use 
at home

 Send home “target words” with a  print out of where the 
words are in the device

 Determine a plan for family members to communicate 
programming needs 

 Emphasize to family that their input matters, and be sure to
include them in  collaboration emails 

Respect a family’s 

“love language”

MONITORING PROGRESS
 Therapy data

 Classroom target word data form

 Core Vocabulary Classroom Checklist (Gail Van

Tatenhove)

Vocabulary acquisition form

Assessment of Learning Process (ALP) for AAC

Selecting 

Target 

Words

Van Tatenhove, G. M. (2019) Core Vocabulary Classroom Word List. Retrieved from  http://vantatenhove.com/files/papers/VocabularyLists/CoreVocabularyClassroomChecklist.pdf

Core Fringe
Classroom 

Data 

Collection

Go Want Ball

4/16/19

4/17/19

https://www.prentrom.com/prc_advantage/free-software-download-pass
https://saltillo.com/support/download_category/all-downloads-13
https://aaclanguagelab.com/resources
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Communication-Circles-With-A-Little-Help-from-My-Friends-2560408
http://vantatenhove.com/files/papers/VocabularyLists/CoreVocabularyClassroomChecklist.pdf
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Monitoring

Vocabulary 

Acquisition

Clarke, C., Nilsson, L., & Wilds, S. (2018). Assistive Technology Intervention: A Tool Use learning Process for Powered Mobility and Augmentative and Alternative Communications. 

Paper presented at Resna, Arlington, Virginia. Abstract retrieved from https://www.resna.org/sites/default/files/WS55%20-%20Nilsson_etal_0.pdf

Clarke, C., Nilsson, L., & Wilds, S. (2018). Assistive Technology Intervention: A Tool Use learning Process for Powered Mobility and Augmentative and Alternative Communications. 

Paper presented at Resna, Arlington, Virginia. Abstract retrieved from https://www.resna.org/sites/default/files/WS55%20-%20Nilsson_etal_0.pdf

T H A N K  Y O U

B N O R T O N @ B E N T O N V I L L E K 1 2 . O R G

Effectively Teaching AAC: 

Beyond the therapy session
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