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Core Vocabulary 

What is Core 
Vocabulary? 

• 250-400 words make up 75-85% of what we say 
• Words that are the same across: gender, age, topic, setting, and disability 
• Reusable across contexts, environments, and functions 

What classes make up core vocabulary? 
prepositions                  verbs                          adverbs 
pronouns                        interjections             adjectives 
questions 

What is Fringe 
Vocabulary? 

• More specific than core vocabulary 
• May be different for different people 
• Mostly nouns 
• 20% of the words we use 

Why do we 
communicate? 

• Commenting 
• Protesting 
• Requesting objects 
• Requesting actions 
• Responding to questions 

• Greeting 
• Naming things 
• Relaying information 
• Asking questions 
• Gaining information 

Remember… 

 
WordPower™ 

What is WordPower? 

• Developed my Nancy Inman, M.A.T., CCC-SLP 
• Uses logical navigation of next words 
• Layouts range from 20 buttons to 140 buttons 
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Color Coded 

 

 
 

Language & Literacy 
development 

• Many core words are also sight words 
• Within WordPower, logical navigation helps to expand one word/symbol 

utterances 
• We can use typical language therapy strategies to develop language on AAC 

with WordPower 

How to teach core? 

 

 
 

Implementation Planning Tools (Three Planning Approaches) 

Plan for Core Words 
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Select Activity 

Choose 
Communication 
Function 

Chat Corner Tour  https://saltillo.com/chatcorner 

Let’s Teach Core 

Challenge Week 

https://saltillo.com/chatcorner
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Saltillo Calendar 

Low-Tech 
Communication 
Boards & Flip Books 

Chat Editor 

Resources 

 AAC Language Lab
https://aaclanguagelab.com/ 

 AAC Teletips
 https://www.prc-saltillo.com/aacteletips/ 

 PrAACtical AAC Blog
https://praacticalaac.org/ 

Social Media Supports 

 https://www.facebook.com/saltillobrand/ 
 https://www.facebook.com/groups/novachat/
https://www.facebook.com/TouchChat 

  https://www.facebook.com/groups/touchchatapp/ 

@SaltilloBrand 

https://www.youtube.com/user/saltillocorp/featured 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClj2hVCLQ-
dV9NFcVeQmAdg/featured 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAlx_4MFL-
ES4tHuuXNiVmg/featured 

https://saltillo.com/products#chat-editor
https://aaclanguagelab.com/
https://www.prc-saltillo.com/aacteletips/
https://praacticalaac.org/
https://www.facebook.com/saltillobrand/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/novachat/
https://www.facebook.com/TouchChat
https://www.facebook.com/groups/touchchatapp/
https://www.youtube.com/user/saltillocorp/featured
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClj2hVCLQ-dV9NFcVeQmAdg/featured
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClj2hVCLQ-dV9NFcVeQmAdg/featured
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAlx_4MFL-ES4tHuuXNiVmg/featured
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAlx_4MFL-ES4tHuuXNiVmg/featured

